BOOK I
THE INDIA OF FACT

CHAPTER I
THE COUP D'CEII

WHAT is INDIA:

WHILE lesser Europe and not too numerous circles in India
agitate themselves over matters political, and the lesser
statesmen take them all too seriously, the great sub-continent
of India remains under the stars and the sunlight, and be-
neath the great snows of the Himalaya. With its stress and
its duress, and the difficulties that appertain to its conditions,
which the British have striven so manfully to rebuild and
amend, expending many good young lives in the process,
she has been aptly termed by Kipling, The grim Step-
mother of our kind5. Rather indeed is she the grim step-
mother of all and sundry, to none less than to that other
white race which almost before time was, impinged from the
steppes of Central Asia upon the civilizations and savageries
of older folk still.

Much has been written by the West of the East especially
in these times of change . . . change because all the world
is changing, outwardly at least, in the profusion of new
things that science has given us. But in all the procession
of books, of books about India, many of which are more
than able and more than beautiful, there seems to be no
clear picture before the West yet, of what this sub-continent
really is as it stands to-day before the world, and of its wheel
of life. Nor does the rush of tourists tell much, since such
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